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It had been ages since | received a written letter. My friend from Egypt who | met
on Facebook years ago has sent this written letter through a person who happened
to visit Cairo. Along with the beautifully written letter, he has sent two books as
well. It all started with a conversation on Facebook. Abdrhman Abouzekry said
Egypt was the first country to be colonised by Europeans. | argued saying Calicut,
my small town, was first to get colonised during the late 1400s. | parcelled him a
book ‘Tuhfa’ (literal meaning - a gift), written on Portuguese invasion by a Malayali
scholar in 1500 AD. After a couple of intense though brief exchanges, he conveyed
that he wanted to visit Calicut, and sooner the better! True to his word, he did
come down and spent more than a week here.

No better way to begin a year. Gifts are one of the most wonderful creations of
God. Gifts could be letters, messages, things, your time, a hug, or even something
as minuscule as a smile. Keep giving gifts in 2016. Wishing you all a wonderful

year of gifts.{a@oadauad 2014)
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