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Chapter 1

Introduction

The world witnessed a destructive war in between the years 1914-
1918. It started in Europe and gradually spread to the other parts of the
World. The War affected people all over the World during this period in
multiple ways. Thus it became a global war. The battle known as the First
World War lasted for four years and it killed not only large number of people
but also spoiled huge quantity of resources. It not only changed the map of
the World but also effected revolutionary changes in the everyday life of the

people.

The First World War made fatal effect on the Indian society and
politics. The Home Rule Movement and the unity of Indian National
Congress with the Muslim League as per the Lucknow Pact was also an
outcome of the World War. The War was not merely an affair of the army in
the battlefield. It seriously affected the life of the people even in the regions
which were not involved in the War. The market was seriously affected by
the War. If it was damaging for many, the War brought fortunes to a few in
the World. The Russian Revolution was a by product of the World War and it
helped the Russian people to fight autocracy and landlordism with the help
of Socialist ideology. The people of Malabar also came under the influence of

the War in direct and indirect ways.

When compared to other wars, the First World War was totally
different. In one sense, the First World War was an imperialistic war. In his
book, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism V | Lenin has pointed out

why the First World War was as an imperialistic war. The War was not



limited to a particular area or part of the World and hit even the huts in the

most backward regions.

The First World War could make changes in the society of Malabar
and its people. As a part of the War, many people were recruited and
related changes occurred in their families which is to be studied in detail.
Due to all wars children and women suffer innumerable miseries. Being a
British colonial city, Kozhikode experienced direct impact of the War which is
not explored well in historical research. The coastal city depended upon
commercial crop cultivation and institutions of the German Basel Mission

had to face severe impact of the World War.

Malabar was entirely different from the other districts of the Madras
Presidency and its geographical and cultural aspects forced the colonial
government to take special measures to control and monitor everyday life in
the city. The Kozhikode city came into being under the patronage of the
kings of Kozhikode called Samuthiri. The city was well known for its
commercial activity which attracted the early Samuthiri kings to occupy this
port town. In course of time, the city attracted Arabians, Chinese and other
trading groups to the port town and thereby it became a trading point
connecting the eastern and western worlds. The flow of forest goods from
the interior parts of Malabar increased the significance of the town. In the
later period, the fame of the city caused for the arrival of European traders

especially Vasco da Gama in 1498.

The cultural and political contributions of the Samuthiri rulers,
presence of traders and goods from different parts of the World, traders
from Arabia and the presence of different religionists began to shape the life

of the people in the city. The intervention of Mysorean supremacy under



Hyder Ali and Tippu Sultan also made deeper impact upon the city life in the
eighteenth century. Many the people came to Kozhikode for trade activities
and settled in the town. Along with these, short term settlements also
became a serious factor in shaping the culture in the city. The Kozhikkode
port became famous all over the World due to the export of pepper, spices,
cloths, and the import of gold, silver, dates etc. Traders like koya, keyie,
marakkar and traders from Gujarat like settumar and chettimar from
Tamilnadu also influenced the transformation of Kozhikkode into an

international trade point.

Significant research about the city life has not taken place in the study
of Kerala history. A thorough study can tell us the history of the city and
shaping of life in the city. The arrival of the Basel Mission, the birth and
expression of modernity through art, political activity, capitalism, print
culture etc., are to be explored to study the city life in the time of the World

War.

The First World War brought to Kozhikode untold miseries and
fortunes to many people. The stoppage of commercial activity brought
famine and poverty in the urban and rural areas. The studies on cities are
very limited in Kerala. Urban studies is an emerging subject in Kerala and it
requires an interdisciplinary approach. M. Raghavan’s State Failure and
Human Miseries A Study with Special Focus on Famines in British Malabar is a
useful examination of the urban life in Malabar. Malabar became a district of

the Madras Presidency since 1800.

During the First World War, the colonial government was trying to
control public opinion and was intervening in the public space in an

increased strength. The geographical and communal importance of the



Kozhikode city compelled the government to prevent political gatherings in
the town. The Manachira Maidanam, a public space in the city was
controlled by the police to prevent the empowerment of the public sphere
during the World War. The Tali Road incident to open the public space to the
untouchables and the Home Rule Movement in Malabar had become a

threat to the British government.

It was in the context of the First World War, the Second Malabar
District Political Conference was held in the Kozhikode town on 23 April
1917. C.P Ramaswamy Aiyer, the Secretary of the All India Congress
Committee presided this Conference. P.Achuthan, K.P Kesava Menon,
T.V.Sundaram, K.P.Raman Menon etc., were in charge of the Reception
Committee of this Conference. The organizing committee requested the
District authorities the Mananchira Maidanam to conduct the Conference.
The government denied the maidanam and it became a subject of debate in
the nationalist circles in Malabar. Later the Conference was held at the
Tennis Court of K.P Raman Menon in the same schedule. This assembly of
nationalists in Kozhikode was an important threat to the colonial

government in Malabar during the World War.

C.P.Ramaswamy Aiyer addressed the Conference and portrayed the
character of colonialism in India with special emphasis on Malabar. He
stressed the drain of wealth from India and the help offered by the Indian
people to the British in the World War. The denial of the maidanam for a
nationalist activity was seriously discussed in the public spaces in Malabar
and it compelled the nationalists to think about the requirement of a
nationalist public space in Malabar. Because of the attitude of the

government towards the conference, the proceedings gave care to organize



revolutionary activities like the conduct of misrabojanam and launched a
movement to open the approach road leading to the Tali Temple for the use
of the under privileged people in the city. This was an important change in
the style of political activity in Kerala. There are evidences to say that the
intervention of railways during the colonial period also altered the city life in

Kozhikode.

This study also aims to understand the work of masonic orders in the
city space during the World War. These forces were engaged in exploring
favourable forces in the city life. The Scout Movement the Theosophical
Society, various clubs, are examples for such activities. The deployment of
War Lecturers in the town and disturbances among the mappilamar, toddy
tappers, workers in wood factories, etc., requires serious investigation to
explore popular responses during the War. The War also produced serious
rumours which communicated news and among the people during the War.
Recruitments to the army, indenture labour, changes in the market,
knowledge of the world geography. Journalism and reading habit etc., also

requires examination.

The city became crucial to the British because of the presence of the
German Basel Mission and its factories. The city space was subjected to
serious change under the hegemony of colonial system in the nineteenth
century. The intervention of the Basel Evangelical Mission also acted as a
strong force in the formation of the urban life in the modern period. The
schools, hospitals, weaving and spinning units, factories and commercial
shops seriously influenced the cultural life of the people in the city scape.
The Basel Mission was capable to control the technological knowledge of the

people and their daily life. They opened shops, factories, schools, hospitals



etc., which along with goods spread the knowledge about the outside World

in Kozhikode and other towns in Malabar.
Research problem

This study intends to understand the life and culture in a colonial
town during a World War. An attempt is necessary to examine the everyday
life of the people in the city scape of Kozhikode during the First World War.
The research study is an attempt to find out people's attitude towards the
War recruitment and other activities during the War and how it changed the
society in Malabar. The study also attempts to explore War time rumours,
political consciousness, print culture etc., in the city scape of Malabar. The
colonial government undertook the duty of constructing pro- British feeling
in the city surroundings and cautioned the people about the threat of
German forces. The ordinary people were seriously affected by the closing
down of Basel Mission shops, industries, schools and hospitals with the
commencement of the War. All these shaped the life in the city scape which
played a determinant role in shaping the post-World War life not only in
Kozhikode but in the whole of Malabar. This study become very important
when the World is living under the threat of globalization War and diseases.
The result of the study would help experts to take preventive measures in

the cityscape before the outbreak of such holocausts.
Hypothesis

The First World War can be considered as an imperial war and as a
result of the War, the Malabar society was subjected to significant
transformation. Through recruitments many people were able to participate
in the War. The city faced all kinds of miseries related to the War, like

famine, poverty unemployment etc.



The people got the courage from the national movement and they
turned against the British. The nationalist wanted to occupy the public space
which was controlled by the elites in the city. With the arrival of the Basal
Mission, the standard of the life of the people became better.
Industrialization also became better in the city due to the intervention of
German industries. The people participated in these firms and industries

inspite of their caste, religious differences.

Objectives

To find out the reasons for the transformation of the World War into an

imperialistic war

* To what extend the plans of Britain against Germany worked out

* To state the contribution of the people of Malabar during the World War
Reference

* Explore the possibilities of urban history in Malabar

* To understand the process of colonial intervention to create favourable
attitude among the people during the First World War.

* To understand the change in the everyday life of the people in the city.

* To understand the attitude of British government towards the German
missionaries of Basel Mission during the First World War.

* To examine the defense tactics of the colonial government in the port
city.

* To examine the role of war rumors in the life of the people in the city.

* To understand the impact of the First World War on the national
movement in the city space.

* To understand the birth of nationalist public space, reading habit and

anti-colonial sentiment in the vernacular in Kozhikode.



Chapterisation

The thesis is set in six chapters and the first one states the research
problem, hypothesis, chapterisation and review of literature. It forms as the
introduction of the study. Although the World War was an affair in Europe, it
had a greater effect on the life of the Malayali people. No attempt has been
made to study the role of Malayalies in the World War. The people of
Malabar participated in the War, both in terms of human resource and
financial assistance to the imperial government. In this milieu, the second
chapter entitled The First World War: An Imperialist Conflict attempts to
read the commencement of the War in Europe. It also discusses the spread

of War supplements by British India.

V | Lenin’s observation that the War was an imperialistic is explored to
understand the involvement of capitalist forces in the World War. Moreover
the chapter also tries to find out the role of science and technology in the
War. The third chapter entitled The First World War and Malabar talks about
the contribution of Indian landlords and feudatories in the War and to what
extend the people of Madras participated in the War. Above all this, it also
discusses the War recruitment in Malabar and the attitude of the people of
Malabar towards the War. The chapter also attempts to see the way in which

the British attracted common people to the military service.

The fourth chapter entitled Popular Responses talks about the
influence of War in Kozhikode. It talks about the suffering of the people of
Malabar due to the World War. This study also discusses political changes,
influence of the Indian National Congress, the Home Rule movement, District
Political Conference at Kozhikode, agitation for the public space, the scout

movement, etc.



The fifth chapter entitled Industry, War and Urban Life discusses the
influence of Basel Mission and its involvement in the industrial life in the city
and changes it brought in the lives of the people in Kozhikode. It also talks
about changes that happened in the Basel Mission during the War and in the

post War World.

The Last Chapter which is the conclusion of the thesis, fields the

findings of the investigation.
Review of Literature

There are numerous secondary literature discussing the First World
War. Apart from historians the history of the First World War is examined by
various writers, archival records, newspapers, gazetteers, pamphlets,
administrative records, research thesis etc. All these attempt to tell the
history of the World War in various ways. Along with these, few interviews
were also conducted to collect data from scholars and activists. Various
books and research articles were also used to have an understanding of the
research problem identified. Newspapers and gazetteers are used as primary

sources and books and other literature are used as secondary sources.

The War-Lecturer’s Handbook is an original source material which
talks about the participation of people in the War. This book deals with
Indian soldiers who recieved Victoria Cross during the War. The War
Lecturers were trained teachers deployed in the colonies to preach pro
British news in the town and village spaces. It acted as a handbook for these

trained preachers.

V | Lenin's Imperialism is the Highest Stage of Capitalism is a

theoretical work on the question of imperialism and the World War. This



book deals with the question of capitalist competition for capturing
resources and markets in the World. Lenin points out that the competition
would lead to a global war between the imperialist nations and it was the
high stage of capitalism. Similarly, M. Prabath Patnaik'sin his New
Imperialism also explores the severe competition in the market and the birth

of the First World War.

In her book Words as Weapons: Propaganda in Britain and Germany
During the First World War, Alice Gold Farbmarquissays that the British
government used propaganda as a tool to win the War. In Technology
Development in Coalition: The Case of the First World War Tank, Elizabath
Green Halgh deals with the use of technology during First World War. It also
discusses military tanks developed by Britain against the Chewer, during the

War in between 1917-18.

Aravind Ganachari in his book First World War: Purchasing Indian
Loyalties, Imperial Policy of Recruitment and Rewards deals with War
recruitments in India during the First World War. This also discusses the
attitude of women towards the War. The Impact of the First World War on
British Society by Arthur Marwick is about the social, political, economical
changes that happened in European society during the War. Similarly the
Kerala Sanchari, Kerala Pathrika, Nasrani Deepika, West Coast Spectator
and Jenmi also deal with problems of price like, poverty, scarcity etc., in the
Kozhikode city during the War. M. Raghavan’ State Failure and Human
Miseries: A Study with Special Focus on Famine in British Malabar deals
with the famine occurred during the War. Moreover, this study looks at the

attitude of the state towards the problems during the War. David Harvey's
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Spaces of Capital Towards a Critical Geography and James A. Quinn’s Urban

Sociology deals with the question of life in the city in a historical perspective,

Jurgen Hebarmas in his The Structural Transformation of the Public
Sphere: An Inquiry in to a Category of Bourgeoisie Society deals with the
public spaces. The public society is a means to form a public opinion in a
social set up. And as the public form a very large section of every society,
some special propaganda media will be required to talk and communicate
with them. Thus newspaper, magazines, radio, television etc., become part
of the public media. This has become very useful to explain the expansion of
the public sphere in the cityscape of Kozhikode during the War. N. M
Namboothiri in his work Samoothiri Charitrathile Kanappurangal (1987)
explored the history of Kozhikode. It provides information about the city of
Kozhikode in the pre-modern period. M.G.S Narayanan in his Calicut: The
City of Truth Revisited gives an elaborate analysis of the structure of
Kozhikode city. M.R Nair explains the condition of human life in Kozhikode
and used a different style to describe the city life. K.V Krishna Ayyar, P.K.S
Raja, T.B Seluraj and many other scholars have examined the history of
Kozhikode city in various phases. T.V Sundara Ayyer also gives information

about the political events in Malabar during the First World War.

A K Pilla, an active Congress and Socialist worker in the early
twentieth century nationalist movement in Malabar wrote congressum and
Keralam in connection with the fiftieth year of the Indian National Congress
in 1935. He discusses the national movement elaborately the Second District
Malabar Political Conference held in Kozhikode city in 1917. Similarly K. P
KesavaMenon in his KazhinjaKalam, T.VGopalan in his Kerala Bardoli, E.M.
S Namboothirippad in his Keralathile Deseeya Prasnam, Moyyarath

Sanakaran in his Enteleevitha Katha etc., explains the life of the people in
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Malabar and Kozhikode during the War. M.P. NarayanaMenon, K.P
KesavaMenon etc., became active in political work with particular situation

emerged in Kozhikode during the War.

Jaiprakash Raghvaiah in his Basal Mission Industries in Malabar and
South Canara debates how the Basel Mission industries changed the
Malabar society. Moreover Samuel Aron’s autobiography deals with the
development of spinning industry in Malabar under the initiative of the Basel
Mission. The educated women could become independent and they became
aware of their individual freedom and rights through the activities of the

Basel Mission.
Methodology

The work follows a scientific and analytical method. Archival records
and secondary sources are used to substantiate ideas and findings in the
thesis. The use of inter-disciplinary approach helped to improve the study.
An inter disciplinary methodology was required due to the shortage of
archival records to tell the life in the city in the period 1914-1918. Field
research was conducted with interviews and house visits. The archival
documents received during the field work were very useful during the
research work.  The study of the urban space forced to look into the

methods of research study followed in Anthropology and Sociology.
Relevance of the study

The study of the popular response of the city dwellers towards a
global war will help us to understand the popular responses during the time
of a global catastrophe. The urban life in Kozhikode city is shaped by the
involvement of the global society since the early period. Moreover it is

important to see the migration of Malayali people to different parts of the

12



World to find out a life even in the twenty first century. In this context, the
response of a Kerala cityscape to a global war is to be investigated in a
detailed manner. The present study becomes highly relevant in the above

context.
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Chapter 2

The First World War: An Imperial Conflict

A hundred years’ back the World witnessed a destructive War in
between the years 1914-1918. It started in Europe and gradually spread to
other parts of the World. The War affected the people all over the World in
multiple ways. Thus, virtually it became a global war though the political
fight took place only in some parts of Europe and Asia. The War changed the

life of the people even in the regions which were not directly involved in it.

The World War fought in 1914-1918 also known as the First World
War or the Great War, or a global war was mostly centered in Europe.’ The
War began on 28" July 1914 and lasted until 11" November 1918, more than
nine million combatants and seven million civilians died as a result of the
War. There are so many factors for starting First World War like aggressive
nationalism, military alliances, militarism, lack of an international

organization etc.’

The First World War had begun with the death of two prominent
individuals. Serbian Gavarnie Principe assassinated Arch Duke Francis
Ferdinand, who was the heir apparent to the throne of Austro- Hungarian
Empire, and his wife. The First World War which began on 28" July 1918
ended on 11" November 1918. The War could destroy the peace of the
twentieth century. Millions of innocent men were killed. Among 700 million

soldiers involved in the War, almost hundred million lost their lives. Thirty

! D.F. Fleming, The Origins and Legacies of World War I,George Allen and unwin limited,

London, 1968.
2 Kistna Pathrika, Masuli Patam, October 5" 1918, TSA.
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million were wounded severely.® Millions of people died of poverty and
epidemics during and after the War. A number of cities were destroyed
completely. Agro- industrial economy was ruined. But at the same time
consequent on the War tremendous changes had taken place in the field of
science and technology. The League of Nations as a world organisation came
into being after the War. Countries such as Germany, Russia, Austria-
Hungary, Ottoman Empire etc., were destroyed by the War. The War was
followed by economic depression and the rise of fascist movements. The
word ‘First’” was not attached to the World War till the beginning of the next

world war in 1939.%
2.1 India and the First World War

Indians helped Britain in the First World War. There were so many
reasons for the participation of India in the First World War. The first reason
is the loyalty of Indians to the King Emperor. As prominent Boer solider,
General Smuts, who defeated the Germans in South West and East Africa
spoke on May 15, 1917 that ‘according to the theory of British constitution
the King was not merely their king but he was the king of all British colonies.
The British king represented every part of the whole Common Wealth of
Nations.””> The British government had announced that it was the duty of
Indians to be loyal to the King, and help him in the World War, and render

their service to every man in England, Australia, Canada, or in any other part

®  Andhra Pathrika, Madras, September 28™ 1918, TSA
*  Sampad Abhyudaya, Mysore, September 28" 1918, TSA.

The common Wealth Nations were the places which were under the colonial
domination of Britain.
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of the British Empire.®

The second reason why Indians help British in the First World War is
that India forms part of the Empire, and also the conclusion that India's
advance as a nation depended upon the defeat of German ideas, and finally
the defeat of Germany was a necessary requirement for the economic

advancement of India.
2.1.1 India forms part of the Empire

The British Empire was not considered as an ordinary Empire like
Austria, Germany or any other empire which had previously existed in the
history of the World. All empires of the past have aimed at the formation of
one united nation under particular individuals. They were founded on the
idea of what is called assimilation, of trying to force different human beings
in to the same mould, so as to form one uniform people. But the British
Empire had nothing in common with these types of ideas. According to the
justification of the colonial state, It was not a nation, but a great Common
Wealth of Nations. It does not seek to standardize the nations composing it,

but to develop them into greater nationhood.’

The British articulated that the British Empire does not mean that the
people and nations composing it lose their identity and national life.
According to them, the British Empire actually meant that under its

protection, each nation within the great circle of the Common Wealth may

General Smuts' speech on May 15", 1917 given in the War Lecturer’s Hand Book (ed.,),
Central Publishing Board, Simla, n.d., p. 63. (Tamilnadu State Archives, Egmore, herein
after TSA)

7 Ibid., p. 68.
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find the opportunity to develop fuller, richer, and more varied life, according

to its own plan.?

The British also declared that, if Indians support British they would get
freedom and liberty, and India would develop at the world level after the
War. But India's economic advancement depends upon the defeat of
Germany because Germans wanted monopoly of trade, control of the
industry, and drive out all competitors’. Germany, according to Britain
wanted to get the entire line of trade under their control and they also
wanted other countries to depend upon their mercy. If Indians support

Britain, Indians would be rewarded with freedom and liberty.
2.1.2 Turkey and the First World War

Immediately after the commencement of the War, Turkey joined the
German alliance. There was a peculiar reason for the formulation of this
move. Britain knew that they cannot win the war without the support of
Muslims. This made the Indian Viceroy and the British Prime Minister to give
Muslims several promises for support. These promises said that Britain had
no plan either to drive Turks away from their capital, or to conquer their
prosperous lands or their holy places. It was promised that a fair decision will
be taken at the end of the War.” The Turkish Muslims trusted these words
and they helped Britain in all possible ways. The non-Muslim communities in
India showed their solidarity towards the Muslims and Khilafat committees
were founded all over India. Non-Muslims were also acted as the leaders of

the Khilafat movement. For instance, the secretary of the Khilafath

General Smuts said, "And every nations who have fought against you like my own,
must feel that they and their interests, their language, their religions, and all their
cultural interests are as safe and as secure under the British flag as those of the
children of your own household and of your own blood". /bid., p. 69.
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committee in Kozhikode was U. Gopala Menon. Those who stood to
construct communal harmony took the lead in the establishment of khilafath
committees. Later, khilafath committees were formed jointly with the
Congress committees in local provinces. The unified activities of these
movements had created panic in the colonial authorities. Various kinds of
petty cases were charged in the names of the Khilafath activists in places like
Ponnani and Thalipparamba in Malabar. The number of political activities
was very limited during this time. The colonial state tried to charge police
cases in the names of these activists. In his autobiography, Moidu Maulavi
states that ‘in order to keep him aback from the political activities, the police
had approached even his aged mother and at last it was solved by a lot of
discussions’. He also adds that ‘there was no other place obliging than
Kozhikode in Kerala for political and social activism. So that was the

significance of Kozhikode at such a historical juncture’.’

It was generally believed that British people had suffered several
setbacks and financial sufferings during the First World War. News spread by
soldiers who participated in the War added fuel to it'°. Whether this was
true or false, many Muslims in Malabar considered it true. The idea further
strengthened when the British troops in Malabar were called back and their
remaining possessions were auctioned out. It was also felt that the British
were now not strong enough to maintain their supremacy in India. Another
news spread was that the British had demolished several holy places of the
Muslim in Asia. Indian Muslims believed that the ruler of Turkey was their

religious head. They had a close contact with Turkey as they went for the

® E. Moidu Moulavi, Moulaviyude Atmakatha (mal.), Sahithya Pravarthaka Co-operative

Society Limited, Kottayam, 1981, pp. 17-20.

In the paper Malabar Islam also mention the issue of Thurky in the First World War
(Malabar Islam, Cranganore, February 5" 1915, TSA).
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hajj. Sources also say that the demolition of the holy places was false news.

However, the Muslim held it to be true.™
2.1.3 Silk Letter Conspiracy

The Silk Letter Conspiracy was a movement during the First World
War to dispel British from India and to turn the War in support of the Turkey
Sulthan. The movement got such a name because the message was written

in a silk cloth which was kept inside the coat of the messenger.*?

The pan-Islamic Movement of Turk revolutionaries had given birth to
this movement. The pan-Islamic movement was begun as a move against
the interference of the westerners in Asian and African Islamic nations in the
nineteenth century. And its aim was to set the Islamic people against the
Christian Europe. Turkey joined the alliance of Germany in 1914. As the
Khalif, the Sulthan of Turkey proclaimed jihad®, the Indian Muslims stood
against the British. It was planned to set Indian Muslims and Muslim soldiers
in British army against the British government. The leaders of Indian pan-
Islamic movement had met in Kabul, the capital of Afghanisthan. In order to
influence the Sulthan of Afghanistan and to invite him to join with the Turks,
there was a mission in Kabul named the Turk-German Mission. At the same
time, the renowned revolutionaries like Raja Mahendra Prathap and
Barkkathullah had given them whole hearted support. By considering Kabul
as the centre of the movement, the leaders made a strong network of

followers inside and outside India. Through the network, they had

' K. Gopalankutty, Malabar Padanangal (mal.),The State Institute of Languages,

Thiruvananthapuram, 2007, p. 22.

12

N. P. Nayar, Jalianwala Durantham (mal.), D. C. Books, Kottayam, 1988, p. 21.

B Itis a holy war conducted by believers of Islam against unbelievers.
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distributed anti-British pamphlets in India which were printed in Kabul and

Germany.

Meanwhile, the Punjab Government received few silk letters from a
messenger in 1916. Thus, the government came to know about the
movement and its plan. Subsequently, there was mass arrest following the

incident and thus the silk letter movement came to an end.
2.1.4 America and the First World War

America had played a very important role in the First World War. The
very first thing was that America had given big amounts to the allied powers
in to support war efforts. Most of the borrowed amount was spent in
America itself. Second one was the help in terms of human resources.
America had helped united alliance with a large number of men to the
submarines. Britain reached at the brim of poverty in 1917.* During this
time, a fleet of war ships had reached British sea and it was a great relief to
Britain. America had also increased the number of army men. America was
decided to increase the strength of their army and as a part of it somany
people came forward to register their names. In connection with the many
people was sent to foreign countries and other groups was sent to the

revolutionary front of France. L

" In April 1917, America became a part of the War. They began to give military training

for their men even one year before that. Around two lakh soldiers were there in 1917
in the War and it was increased in the later years. See The Great War, Humphrey
Milford, Oxford University Press, Bombay, 1920, PP.71-73.

C. P. Hill, American Aikya Nadinte Charitram, trans.,Kuttanad, K.Ramakrishna Pillai
(mal.), Kerala Bhasha Institute, Trivandrum, 1993, pp. 258-259.
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The very first American army reached France in 1917. They joined
united alliance defended the progress of Germany under the leadership of
General Pershing. In July 1917 they took part in a crucial marine war'®. The
American military fought meticulously even when the spring was
progressing. German generals thought that the War will end even before the
American military reach the European land. But things went against that and
their failure had begun. The military of both the united alliance and Germany
were tired of the War. Although the new Americans could energetically fight
in the war field they faced a lot of loss. The American army lost about

50,000 soldiers and 2,06,000 were severely injured.17

A very important thing to be noted was that the American
government had imposed several restrictions on the internal affairs too. This
interference had affected all the walks of life in America. Compulsory
military training was one of the important effects in the context of the War.
The task of rail-road construction went to the government. William Mcadoo
became the new rail-road Director General. 2,00,000 million dollars were
incorporated for the requirement of War. The accumulation and expenditure

18
l.

of this amount was under his control.” In America, one third of the amount

was collected from the tax. Liberty loans, or the war bonds, filled up the

* \n Malayala Manorama of the 6™ February also mention about the Neutrality of

America in the First World War and about the contribution given to Britain. (Malayala

Manorama, Kottayam, February 6" , 1915, TSA.

7" America played an important role in the First World War. In France, British armies

almost broke under the heavy attacks in March 1918, and it was the fresh, huge
American army that provided the superiority necessary for victory. If Americans did not
help, it was very difficult to fight with Germans. Vide Bernadotte Schmitt, The First
World War, 1914-1918, Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, vol. 103,
no. 3, (June 15, 1959), www.Jstor.org. Accessed on 12-5-2016, 9.24 A.M, p. 329.

8 C.P. Hill, American Aikya Nadinte Charitram, Op.cit., pp . 258-259.
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remaining amount. He made a huge campaign for the accumulation of this

amount all over America®.

The American government regulated the industrial sector under its
strong curb. The production of essential commodities had been cut short.
America had to face days without wheat and meat®. Public information
committee was appointed in order to control the citizens and its director was
George Creel. He worked all the way to create a negative impression about
Germany and a positive attitude to help the war. The suspects were caught
and severely punished. Severe laws were made against spies and traitors.
Eugene Debs, the socialist leader, was punished for ten years imprisonment.
All these laws, which were proclaimed by Woodrow Wilson, were against the
right to freedom of expression as envisaged in the constitution. These

actions expressed the imperialist character of the World War?".

Woodrow Wilson remembered the participation of the United States
in the First World War and also for the role he played in bringing peace. In
1914, the Americans perceived the War as something that takes place far

away even though they were shocked by its outbreak.”?

The German army declared in 1915 that all ships around the British
Islands would be sunk. Wilson warned the German leaders that he would

never forsake the right of the US to conduct trade in the seas. He also

1 Arthur. S.Link, (ed.,) The Impact of World War I, Harper and Row Publishers, London,
1969.

Mukhbir-i-Dakhan stated that Indians were Intelligent and they also argued that nobles
and other Indians should come forward to help Britain. In their war efforts like
America (Mukhbir-i-Dakhan, Madras September 5" 1918, TSA).

Jere Clemens King, (ed.,) The First World War, Harper and Row Publishers, London,
1972, PP.271-273.

K. P. Krishna Pilla, Americayum Canadayum (mal.), D. C. Books, Kottayam, 1977, p. 60.
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warned them against any loss that may occur to the Americans or American

ships®.

In the spring of 1915, the German sunk Lusitania, a British ship that
had 1200 passengers including 126 Americans. This generated much
revengefulness among the Americans. But the Germans agreed that they
would limit the War by submarines and there was peace for the time being.
People felt that Wilson saved America from the War and it helped him with

elections in 1916.

But this hope of peace didn't last long. Germany began to unleash its
sea war. In April 1917, five American ships were sunk. Then Wilson urged
the Congress to declare war. America entered the war field with its army,
labour and industrial power. By October 1918, there was 17.5 lakhs of
American soldiers in France.”* The entry of America, thus enlarged the
imperial manifestation of the World War and It had reflections in other parts

of the World.
2.1.5 The First World War: A Theoretical Understanding

Though the First World War was fought in Europe, the fact is that
many Indians contributed it manually and financially. Douglas Hurd is of the
opinion that the War nullified the prospects of the resurrection of Germany.
Hurd opines that it was England's role and victory that led to the victory in

the War. It is said that the British kept away their enemy countries in Asia

23 Andhraprakashika, Madras, January 5" 1918, TSA.

** Most of the American considered it an European War in the beginning. But, soon, the

economic relations brought them also into the War. The American experts wanted the
U S to declare war on the foes as it had advanced huge sums to the Allies. But the war
lasted long and the trench warfare needed huge funding. The powers had to gather
more funds. See Chengannur Sankara Warrier, Loka Nagarikathayude Charithram
(mal.), National Printing Works, Trivandrum, 1975, p. 736.
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and Africa from War in order to protect their commercial interests. He also
describes how the German naval force that was not even half of the British
navy was slowly weakened. However the German historian Fritz Fischer
does not agree with this argument. Fisher says that Germany was forever
afraid of Russia and it is the fear of Russian army that led Germany to attack
France. But both these arguments have serious flaws. The role of the third
world nations in the First World War was significant. India thought of taking
part in the War when internal matters were really pressing. The Indian
National Congress was in an effort to establish own-government. The truth
was that the capital for the War was raised by the Indian elite and not by the

Englishmen.”

One lakh gurkh026 men joined the Indian soldiers from Nepal alone for
the First World War. It was thus that the title gurkha army was used. The
aim of the British was to prove the might of the empire by using the army in
Britain and its colonies. Britain was ready for any soothing talks with Indians
to ensure their support in the War. Even the wives of Indian army officers

weaved woolen clothes for the British, which were later exported to France.

The First World War would be the first war in the world to create
countless women nurses. It can also be said that a new chapter in social
service, medical science and hospital, began with the First World War. It was
a surprise that most of the women who served the handicapped and
mortally wounded lived to a ripe, old age of hundred. Nurses tried not to

drive the enemies away but to bring them closer and most of them had more

2 p. Krishnunni, ‘Samaadanam Oru Viswasam Mathramanu’, vol. 92, no. 18,

Mathrubhumi Supplement, July 2014, pp. 14-15.

Natives of Nepal who were excellent in Martial acts. They were disciplined and highly
dedicated.
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than one love affair. There was a mutual exchange of languages and cultures
during taking care of the war victims. The leaders in war time medical
services were the Red Cross Society and the St. John Emergency Care of
England. Many of them wrote down their daily memoirs. K.E. Luard's
memoirs reveal that for him, war was not just the destruction of courageous,
youthful men but also that of the families that sent them to the War. Only
few women were audacious enough to cover the faces of those who die on
the hospital beds and to carry off their bodies on stretchers to dispose them
off. This was because the Nurses were emotionally close to the victims they
cared for. Luard was of the habit of talking about dreams to those nearing
death. It was a truth that the love of the women was not just mere service;
their maternal love had given new life to many stranger soldiers at times®’.
Anne Powel's Women in the Warzone: Hospital Service in the First World

War analyses the stories and memoirs of many such nurses.
2.2.1 War Propaganda in Malabar

Britain feared Germany during the World War. So they used their
most treacherous plans against Germany. At the time of the War, there were
two groups among the people in Malabar and a majority supported the
Germans. The colonial state knew it very well. So they used the most high
and influential individuals among the people to do pro-British propaganda.
After that through journals like jenmi®® and several War supplements they
made a notion that Germany was the cruelest nation and Britain as the
savior country. In these publications, they never blamed nations who

supported Germany. Instead, they blamed Germany by accusing that

27 Santanu Das, Touch and intimacy in the First World War Literature, Cambridge

University Press, New Delhi, 2008, P.192-193.

26 Jenmi Magazine dealing only about landlords.
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Germany was responsible for the War. Britain used War campaigns as a tool

to get the support of the people and they succeeded in that®.
2.2.2 Wellington House and the British Propaganda

During the First World War, Germans poured out propaganda in the
form of posters, leaflets and pamphlets, in an attempt to deface Germany.
But at the same time, the British government was greatly disturbed by the
virulence of the German campaign, which was specially directed towards

influencing the United States of America.*

At the end of August 1914, the matter was raised in the British
Cabinet. Lloyed George, British minister urged the importance of setting on
foot an organization to inform and influence public opinion abroad and to
confute German mis-statements and sophistries. On 5t September the
cabinet decided that steps were to be taken without delay to counteract the
dissemination of false news abroad by Germany. Though there had been no
peace time precedent, the cabinet accepted the need for an organization to
co-ordinate propaganda directed at foreign opinion for the duration of the
War.*! There was increased intervention in Malabar through various cultural
practices to ensure support of the people to Britain. These interventions

manifested in the city of Kozhikode in various ways™’.

»  The British Government had appointed so many C.I.D to investigate whether the

people of Colony joining the side of Germany. (Swadesha Mithran, Madras, September
26™, 1918, TSA.

M. L. Sanders, ‘Wellington House and British Propaganda during the First World War’,
The Historical Journal, vol. 18, no. 1, March 1975, Cambridge University, http/-
www.Jstor.org. Accessed on 12-5-2016, 09.20 A.M, p. 119.

For the next two years, Wellington House was the main centre of British propaganda
organisation.

30

31

32 Britain had distributed somany pamlets criticizing Germany in their colonies during

First World War. (G.0.No.789 April, 17" 1915, TSA)
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2.2.3 Words as Weapons: The British War Propaganda

Understanding the danger to the empire, the British skillfully used all

eight basic categories of propaganda methods.*?

No. Propagation Method

1 Stereotypes (bull-necked Prussian officers)

2 Pejorative names (Huns, Boches)

3 Selection and omission of facts (evacuations called 'rectifications of
the line' and retreats unmentioned).

4 atrocity stories (Belgian nuns raped hands of babies severed)

5 Slogans (war to end wars)

6 One-sided assertions (small victories inflated, large defeats censored)

7 Pin pointing the enemy (German Militarists)

8 | The 'band wagon effect' (all patriotic people join the Army)

2.2.4 War Propaganda in Malayalam

The British planned effective war propaganda during the First World
War. According to the Mein Kampf ‘the failure of German war propagation
was clear as daylight. This failure inspired Hitler to study more about
propagation of ideas. According to Hitler, German intelligentsia was not
ready to learn from these because they thought themselves as superior to

others in intelligence. Germany fought for lofty things in war and fought for

3 Alice Goldfarb Marquis, ‘Words as Weapons: Propaganda in Britain and Germany

during the First World War’, Journal of Contemporary History, vol. 13, no. 3, (July
1978), Sage Publications Limited, http://www.Jstor.org. Accessed on 4-5-2016, 08.59
A.M, p.486.
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the independence, pride and better future of the nation. According to Hitler,

a nation devoid of self-pride will lose independence’.*

For Germany, the War was for existence. Thus the propagation unit
had to pave way for success rather than exhorting for fighting the aim of the
existence of Germany. Propagation meant the real fact brought in front of
the people. Propagation was only a tool for an aim and it was to be
presented in a very simple method and it meant propaganda was to be
popular. It was to be presented in such a manner that the last in the society
also must get it easily.> During a war the lowest sections in the society

receives the best attention.

The propaganda is successful on the basis of how far it addresses the
popular feelings and how well prepared its presentation is. That is the only
criterion to evaluate it; the certificate of a few artists or intellectuals is of no
use in this case. The art of propaganda is to convey the messages in such a
way that it touches the heart of everyone in the society and catches

everyone's attention.

A good example of the wrong way of propaganda that done by the
German and Austrian newspapers by depicting their enemies mean and by
ridiculing them. The low estimation of the rival itself was essentially a fault.

The German soldiers understood this when they faced their enemy in the

¥ See Ralph Manheim, Hitler's main Kampf, Hutchinson and Co.Ltd., London, 1936,

P.161-169.

Once the preparation for war with well equipped weapons was ready, all the six
continents and the five seas got tangled in a war-like situation. A unit of German
soldiers crossed Belgium and entered France hoping to grab more territories with the
help of the Allies, Italy left the central powers and started her attempt to capture the
German colonies in the East and declared war against Japan and Germany. See
Chengannur Sankara Warrier, Loka Nagarikathayude Charitram, National Printing
Works, Trivandrum, 1975, p. 736.
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battle field. And the result was catastrophic. Now, each German soldier felt
that he was being deceived. Instead of inspiring this finally demoralized

them.3®

On the contrary, the British and American propaganda was
psychologically effective. By imagining the Germans as barbarians like the
Huns who destroyed Europe in the fourth century, they were preparing their
soldiers to face any kind of atrocities in the battle field. Thus, all that they
experienced in War was only what was expected. As they found what they
knew War right, they became more revengeful. Even the destruction spread

by the German weapons was only what was expected.

In effect, British soldiers felt nothing that they heard earlier wrong.
The Germans experienced the opposite. Finally, they had to convince
themselves that what they were told by their own men was all wrong. This
tragedy was a result of the German inability to understand the significance of
propaganda. They did not know that the best available brains were to be
used for the task. Their propaganda became an example for how it should

not be done.

They were able to achieve a kind of moral unity through the stories of
the German invasions and terror. This was a more in full understanding of
the popular psychology. The declaration that Germany alone was
responsible for the War was apt to popular sentiments. It was a lie but

people believed it.

% Adolf Hittler debates the significance of propaganda in the War. See Ralph Manheim,

Hitler's main Kampf, Hutchinson and Co.Ltd., London, 1936, P.161-169.
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2.2.5 War Propaganda in Malayalam

From 28" August 1914 onwards the Belgium Commission published

variousreports. All cruelties done by the Germans were explained in it.

Following are the crimes done by the Germans according to the report of the

Commission:

10.

The Germans massacred thousands of innocent Belgian women
and children

Molested thousands of women

When the Germans enter the town they attack and burgle the
pubs or houses to get booze

When the German soldiers looted the wealth of Belgium and send
abroad all of them to their motherland, the German authorities
were well aware of the fact.

They had done a lot of other crimes along with the plunder

They destroyed the whole town

Thousands of men were massacred A number of innocent men
were kept in the custody of the German army to bring the
Belgians into the control of Germans. and if any Belgian tries to do
any offense, Germans will kill an innocent one in their custody

A lot number of people have been abducted and they were forced
to do many acts against Belgium and in support of Germany. No
one heard anything of such kidnapped people.

Enforced a high tax on the towns and villages. Whenever the
German army faced defeat in front of the Belgian army, German
army tormented the Belgians in the name of that defeat

They destroyed a number of monuments
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11. Germany had denied all the customs regarding war. Among them
the most important one was that they put the Belgians in
between them and their enemies in the war field

12. But the German government never tried to analyze these things at
all. They had appointed a committee to enquire whether there is
anything happened against the war law in Belgium. They took the
decision against the Belgians according to the reports they got

from German soldiers and officers.3’

They had reported that the German soldiers behaved in utmost good
manner. But the guilty of the German soldiers could be proven from the
evidences collected by the German commission itself. In short, no matter
whether it is Germans or British in the case of threatening people with no
respect whether they belong to one’s own country or any other country. The

aim in front of them was the gaining of the victory.*®

It was believed that the Austrian government's suspicion whether the
murder of the Austrian King and Queen was with the sanction and help of
certain ministers was a reason behind the War. The incident was described
in Malayalam literature. Even though Austria's suspicion was real, this
reason was only a silly, immediate cause of the War.*® It was not serious
enough to divide the European nations into two opposite fighting leagues
and finally leading to the War. Wars like this were never fought to test the
powers of two forces. In fact, they were wars between the opposing ideas

and ideologies in the minds of entirely opposite people. The war was fought

> The Malayalam literature of the early twentieth century did pro-British propaganda by

explaining the cruelties of the Germans through the style of the Mahabharatha story.

Vide C. Krishna Panikkar, Belgium Parvam (mal.), n.d., p. 65.
3 C. Krishna Panikkar, Belgium Parvvam (mal.), (n.d.,), p. 67.

3 K. R. Krishna Pillai, Europile Yudham- | (mal.), (n.d.,), p. 3.
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between Germany's desire to win the World and establish its autocracy and
the opposite league's desire not to fall into the hands of the enemy and to
uphold their freedom and masculinity. It was the war between worst
ideologies and ideal ideologies; the war between manpower and rationality.

The cause of the war was Germany's excessive greed itself.

By this time, Germany had become England's direct enemy. England
never had to face such a powerful enemy as Germany. Germany was a rich
country. Germany's material prosperity gained out of numerous handy
works and unlimited trade was enough to make the other countries envious
and frightened. No country had a large and skilled army force as Germany.
Germany was next only to England in their naval force. With the use of
science and technology like chemistry, they created many arms and

armaments like sepelin aeroplanes which terrorized their enemies.*

For the other countries, the German policy was unjust. The German
government never hesitated to be treacherous in its dealings with other
countries. Germany threw to wind the justice and promises when it came to
its case. They believed in the 'survival of the fittest'. Because of its
selfishness, its fundamental belief was to better Germany by hook or crook,
harming the other countries. The three ideas well laid in the German mind
were the reasons for the War. (1) Glorification of war (2) Germany's right to
sovereignty over the World (3) Germany's disrespect to pledges. They were
of the belief that however strong their promises are, that are never above
the welfare of their nation.** Thus, there was a conscious effort to depict

Germany as an evil force in Malayalam literature.

0 1bid., (n,d), p. 4.
- op.cit., p. 13.
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2.2.6 Britain against Enemy Countries

Britain feared that Indian people were supporting Germany during
the World War. Germany had agents even in villages since the country had
trade contacts with India. German merchants were doing commerce in
villages, bazaars etc., and German missionaries were spreading a German
form of Christianity and a German form of civilization in several countries. In
addition to this, the Germans also maintained good relationship with
Muhammadan people all over the World. But the Indian princes and
educated people supported the British.** In fear of the German popularity in
India, the British government passed many Acts during the time the World

War. Some of them are:

1. An Act to prohibit or control trading by hostile foreigners and

hostile firms and for other purposes.*?

2. An Act to provide for the trial by court martial of foreigners for

offences against the defense of India rules.*

3. An Act to provide further power to prohibit or restrict the import

and export of goods to and from British India.*

4. An Act to control factories and other firms under the Governor

General.*®

T. G. Hodger, A Short History of the First World War, Mac Millan, London, 1921, pp. 29-
30.

Fort St. George Gazette (here after FSG)., October 3, 1916, Kerala State Regional
Archives, Kozhikode, hereafter KSRAK.

* FSG, April 4, 1916, KSRAK.
%> FSG, October 3, 1916, KSRAK.
% FSG, December 10, 1916, KSRAK.
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5. An Ordinance to provide for the control of persons entering

British India whether by sea on land.?’

2.2.7 Britain and the War Supplement

In order to turn people against Germany, Britain had distributed war
supplements even in India. One War Supplement issued by the British
government talked about the cruelty of Germans. These pamphlets accused
that Germany was responsible for the commencement and spread of the
War and its spread to Russia and France. When Germany behaved cruel to
Belgium, which was comparatively a small country, Britain joined with
Belgium against Germany. Some of the supplements compared this war with
the mahabharatha battle. It said that when kurukshethra battle was
extended to eighteen days, the World War extended more than that. In such
write-ups the British were displayed as a good force working for the well-
being of the mankind. It also added that the British was going to win the war
as always and it was a principle that the British will win all important wars
fought by them. The situation of Germany was going to be very pathetic as
Britain had captured most of the places belonged to Germany during the
War. This literature explained that Britain had imprisoned all Germans who
tried to flee from the war field and captured weapons used by German
forces. It concluded that Germany lost at least a million soldiers in the war

field.*®

Germans were living in many countries including India but all of them
were captivated during the War. German ships couldn’t sail properly as

British ships were waiting with its flag of destruction everywhere. Thus, it

¥ FSG, September 5, 1914, KSRAK.
" FSG, September 10, 1918, KSRAK.

34



was not possible to help the Germans who were living in different countries.
The story told that Germans were becoming weak day by day during the
War. As the English vessels had protected ships of other countries, the
people belonging to these countries supported the united alliance. This
united alliance was thus able to win the war. These countries sent manual
strength, canons and guns, food crops and war vessels. The English in return
appreciated them with all efforts. The British population in totality fought

the War and colonies also supported war efforts in an effective way™.
2.2.8 Display of Germany Misrule

Britain ruled India with the help of a large number of British and
Indian forces. Similarly, Germany also ruled many small countries in the
World. Britain and the united alliance had conquered those countries ruled
by Germany. Those countries which were ruled by Britain were known
‘colonies'. In English language, the country to which people of another
country migrates in order to live or to rule, was known as a colony. Most of
the German colonies were originated during the middle of the nineteenth
century. Britain explained the ‘failure of Germany in the administration of
colonies’. It meant that Germany couldn’t rule their colonies well. The
particular way in which the German people were trained by their country

was pointed out as the reason for the cruelty against other nationalities.>

* In Malayala Manorama an article entitled "German Rule over her colonies" They

argued that the European colonies consider their colonies only as a source of raw
materials and they were not in civilizing or enlighting the savage population of the
colony. But there were also instances of some social reforms initiated by Britain like
abolition of slave trade etc. (Malayala Manorama, Kottayam, September 17", 1918,
TSA.

In an article about the War in New York Times, the reasons for why Germany should
definitely be defeated in the war was discussed. These arguments explained that
Germany was going to perish and the country was unable to fight the enemies.
Quoted in Mithavathi, vol. Xlll, no. 12, p. 7.
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British literature explained that those who refuse to serve the army in
Germany were treated as low class people and this made them more

aggressive™'.

Quite against this, the same literature attempted to display the
humaneness of the British government and forces of the united alliance
during the War. It was said that the German had forced the Muhammedan
people of East Africa to convert their religion and to work for the Germans. It
also warned that, if Germany enter India, the situation of Indians will not be
much different than the people of France and Germany. The British warned
that Indian women, temples and mosques of the country will be attacked
and destroyed by the German forces. Against these, the literature said that
the British army conquered places like Bagdad and Jerusalem but showed
due respect to the beliefs and places of worship of the natives. The British
were not ready to attack cities as they feared their guns might destroy places
of worship inside the city. This propaganda was done to gain the support of
the Indian people towards Britain®’. Indians were offered rewards for

support in the following way:

1. They can join the waged army
2. They can join the Indian army
3. Either they can pay money directly to the loan of war or they

can buy the war promissory notes through mail

4. They can help the government by not collecting silver

Y Mukhbir-i-Dakhan, Madra,s September 25", 1918, TSA.

> During the War period News paper like Kerala Kesari published article supporting

British and opposing Germany. And it also praised America for supporting Britain and
urged India to act like America by supporting in the War. (Kerala Kesari, vol.4, no.24,
1904, p.609).
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5. They can help the government by not travelling in the train, but
only if required

6. By using home products than the foreign products they can rely
upon the ships lesser, thereby those ships can be used for the
war

7. Indians have to lend a helping hand in the war in order to live a

secure and prosperous life without a war for the entire world.

These rewards were made to cheat the Indian public and to ensure
the support of the people in favour of Britain. The literary propaganda was
effectively used to brain wash the educated intelligentsia and the reading
public®®. Among the ideas used, the major theme was depiction of Germany
as an evil force to be eliminated from the World. These were relevant to the
people in Malabar due to the fact that there were German people present in
the terrain as missionaries of the Basel Mission during the commencement
of the War. There were huge numbers of people associated with Basel

Mission industries, schools and factories in Malabar during this period.
2.2.9 A Sad Story of a Big Nation

In a War Supplement published in Malayalam, the British told that
Germany was responsible for the breakdown of Russia. It said that Russia
was the biggest state in Europe in accordance with the area and
demographic strength. There is a land named Siberia in the eastern side of
Russia which was also under the control of Russia. There was an extensive
area of agricultural lands in both these places. Britain accused that German
intervention in Russia was the reason for all troubles in Russia during the

World War. All these show that, the British government was intervening in

> Hindu Nesan, Madras, January 9™, 1918, TSA.

37



the cultural life of Malabar by distributing literature and doing public
propaganda. The result was the entry of politics, especially international
politics even in the nook and corners of the Indian society. In some places it
created adverse effects by producing anti- British sentiments. This was the
reason for the widespread pro German and Pro Russian support seen in
Malabar during the First World War. This has got increased relevance in the

case of the Kozhikode city as it was the hub literary activities in Malabar.
2.2.10 Janmi monthly and the First World War

An important Malayalam publication in Malabar, the Janmi took
special interest in publishing news related with the World War. Being a
publication of the land lord class in Malabar it stood to protect the interests
of Britain.>* The result was the filtration of the War information through the
land lord class to the ordinary masses. Among the news printed in Janmi,
there were news related to the events in Austria, Russia and other countries
in the World. This naturally widened the known World of the Malayali public.
Special attention was given to portray Germany as a cruel nation in the
magazine. Germany’s attempt to attack France, Belgium and England was
published with due importance in the magazine.” These were attempts to
intervene in the public opinion in Malabar. The imperial motives of Britain
forced the country to make false propaganda to ensure the defeat of

Germany even in the countries which were not involved in the War.>®

>* Janmi, vol. VII, no. 4, 2014, p. 112.

> Ibid., P.112.

> Prabath Patnaik, Puthiya Samrajyathwam (mal.), transl., Insight Publication, Kozhikode,

2014, p.67.
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2.3.1 Technology in the First World War

The World had changed too much during the World War. As result of
this, the War in the twentieth century was different from the earlier battles.
The World was united into a common place due to technological and
commercial connections. The connection made by colonialism was also
important. Germany had become an advanced nation in Europe in terms of
technology®’. Since Germany used advanced technology it could expand its
commerce which alarmed its neighbours.”® The city of Kozhikode also
experienced this advancement of German technology in the nineteenth
century itself through the Basel Mission. Industries, printing, schooling,
health care etc., underwent significant transformation in Malabar under the
influence of the Basel Mission. This definitely made reflection in the events

related to the World War in the city scape.
2.3.2 First World War and the Use of Poisonous Gas

Being an imperialistic war, the First World War, in comparison to the
other wars took place with innovative warfare and technology. The World
War which took place in between 1914 and 1918 saw the betterment of
ammunitions and their use. Aeroplanes, submarines and poisonous gases
were the new introductions in this War. Among these, the use of poison
gases was the most important.® Malayali reading public took interest in
understanding this information during this time. There were endeavours

from the side of the colonial government to use children and pro-British

7 Sampad Abhyudaya, Mysore, April 12, 1916, TSA.

% Bernadotte E. Schmitt, ‘The First World War, 1914-1918’ in the Proceedings of the
American Philosophical Society, vol. 103, no. 3, (June 15, 1959), http://www.jstor.org/
Accessed on 12-5-2016 09:24 A M., p. 322.

During the time of First World War Germany was the most advances nation in Europe.
Sanathana Dharmam (mal.), vol. XVI, no.1, January 1926, p. 13.
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agents to watch the city scape, ports, sea shores etc., to prevent the entry of

strangers and anti- British people in Malabar during the War period.
2.3.3 Entry of Tanks and Submarines

The army tank was a war vehicle was developed by Britain during the
First World War. The sub marine was developed by Germany. Both became
determining factors during the World War. The threat of a submarine attack
on India was always expected by the Indian government. The result was the
much debated Emden rumour and panic in the coastal towns in India during
the World War.*® The Emden panic might have made similar panic in
Kozhikode as it was a major town under the control of the British
government. These new technological non Malayalam words made
significant transformation in the print language in Kerala during the First

World War.
2.3.4 Result of the Colonial War

Far reaching results occurred in the colonies due to the First World
War. The colonialists considered colonies as a valuable treasure which can be
used at the time of the War. A lot of soldiers were recruited from the
colonies like India and Africa for the western war fronts. Thousands of
Vietnamese were brought to France for digging trenches and other activities
during the War. The sea war, especially the attack of the German
submarines, had destroyed the commercial relation between the Europe and
India. From there onwards it became difficult to sell machineries required for
the colonies. This situation helped America and Japan positively. Their export

to the colonies had increased tremendously. Along with the empowerment

% Sak Bushom and Thimothi Beeli Ignatius, ‘Nalpathu Yudha Bhoopadangal’ in
Mathrubhumi Weekly, vol. 92, no. 18, July 2014, p. 37.
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of the economic- political relation with China, they militated to the countries
like Indonesia and Philippines. Life became troublesome in Asia and Africa.
The restriction in selling agricultural goods was a big blow on the peasants
and prices of goods increased. At the same time the national bourgeoisie got
an upper hand in the country. In order to keep away America and Japan from
the markets, many governments helped the bourgeoisie in an increased way.
They had also done multiple actions to promote small scale industry in the
country.®® The bourgeoisie demanded participation in the formation of
government and other reforms. The Indian National Congress in its Lucknow
Conference demanded increased power for the regional governments,
chances for Indians to occupy higher positions in the army, right to control
taxation, and strict regulations in the economic matters related to India. The
Home Rule League was planned in India to campaign for this agenda under

the leadership of Bal Gangadhara Thilak and Annie Besant®.

The imperialist powers had to use new methods to regulate the
movements of trade unions and labourers born out in India during the War.
In order to get the support of the rich and bourgeoisie classes, the colonial
powers offered a number of promises. These imperial forces were
international in character and were watching all developments in the World.
Anti-imperial movements were started in some parts of Asia and Africa

during the War.
2.4.1 The Tide of Revolution in Russia

Adding strength to the transformation in the public space, the Russian

revolution of 1917 influenced the people of Asia and Africa in a powerful

1 Loka Charitram, History Institute in the Science Academy of Soviet Union, Prabhatham

Printing and Publishing Company Limited, Trivandrum, 1977, pp. 619 — 622.

%2 West Coast Spectator, Calicut, February 27™, 1919, TSA.
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way during the First World War.?®> The Russian revolution of 1917 was solace
to the working classes and the peasantry and the subaltern class in the
World. In order to get a stronger position in the colonies, the British
imperialists gave more importance to the preferences of imperialist nations
and they were ready to become part of the imperialist set up in India. The
British government had given support for these Indian imperialist devotees
in order to make a ground support in India from among them. In the other
words, these imperial devotees, instead of making British rule weak, they

tried to make it powerful through the political contextwhich existed then.

Here comes the importance of Russian revolution because the
commotion made by the revolution had reached even the third world
countries. The Russian revolution was one of the important reasons which
influenced the Malayalees to act against the World War. The agonies in life
appeared with the outbreak of the War helped the people to understand

their strength and weakness.

The Russian revolution of 1917 was one of the greatest events
happened in World history. The modern world was eagerly observing each
and every change that happens in Russia. If the situation in the country was
not favourable, these changes could not have happened. The Russian
revolution did not take place in a day but it was the outcome of increasing

sense of liberty, patriotism and sacrifices.®

The slow pace of the War affected the economies of most European
countries. Food stuff availability decreased. Standard of living fell beyond

control. The bourgeoisie made profits boundlessly. This opened the eyes of

% Swadesha Mithran, Madras, March 19" , 1917, TSA.

® K.P. Kesava Menon, ‘Russian Sambrajyathinte Adapadanam’ in Mathrubhoomi

Supplement, July, 1932, p. 4.
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the commons. This convinced them about the real nature of the imperialist
war. Thus, even though the police and the army were increasing their terror,
there was growing discontent against the war and capitalism in Russia and

other countries.®®

There were many street demonstrations in Germany by the second
year of War. There were many labour strikes in France and Germany. In
1916, there was a revolt in Ireland against the British rule. It was ruthlessly

suppressed by the British army.

The Czarist Russia was incapable to face the War and the economic
crisis and shortage of food stuff was the worst in Russia. Russia also failed to
give proper supply of food and weapons to her soldiers. The ration to the
soldiers was cut step by step. In addition to all other hardships, they faced
now starvation also. Moreover, the Russian military supply wing was highly
corrupted and the stories of corruption further demoralized the soldiers.
The starving women left homes and began to loot food shops. There were
anti-war demonstartions in streets. The labour strikes now received a

political colour®®.

On the anniversary of the 'Bloody Sunday' in 1916, there was a
labourers march in Petrograd (St. Petersburg had changed its name to
Petrograd just before. Its war with Germany). They marched in the streets
shouting revolutionary songs and 'down with the war". Unrest was
spreading among the cultivators of the rural areas too. The artisans of

Kazakhistan and Central Russia began their revolt against the colonial Czarist

Hindu Nesan, Madras, March 19" , 1917, TSA.

® C.R.M. F. Crutwell, A History of the Great War 1914-1918, Oxford University Press,
London, 1936, P.418-422.
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regime®. The bourgeoisie smelt the military setbacks Russia was suffering
and the impending revolution. Thus, they also rose in revolt. A section of
the landed nobles also joined them forming 'Progressive Block'. They
wanted a government that could win the confidence of the people, and
defeat the revolution. But the rulers just ridiculed these demands®®. Even
the Petrograd city which had a twenty lakh population in it had a reserve of
wheat that was sufficient for just ten days by February. Women stood for
hours in the queues before the bread shops in acute cold. The Bolsheviks
pamphlets that read "Down with Czarism", "Down with War" and "Long live
the World Labour Fraternity" filled the streets of Petrograd.69 The people in
Malabar were also influenced by the news coming from Russia and it also
influenced the formation of political consciousness. This sense was also a
factor determining the mode of social life in Kozhikode during the World

War.
2.4.2 Reflections of the Russian Revolution

The concept of class developed in the minds of the people in Malabar
as a result of the Russian revolution and the First World War. K. Rama
Krishna Pillai had written about Karl Marx socialism in the Atmaposhini
magazine7°. Thus, Marxism began to influence the intellectuals during the

World War in Malabar. When the War had begun labour meetings were held

5 paul Hastings, Between the Wars, Benn limited, London, 1968, P.17-24.

8  See Desamata, March 21°,1917, TSA.

% M.G.S Narayanan in his book, Janadhipathyavum Communisavum examines the

participation of democracy in the formation of the Bolshevik government in the Soviet
Union. For details see M. G. .S. Narayanan, Janadhipathyavum Communisavum,
Poorna Publications, Calicut, 2014, pp. 22-23.

Swadesabhimani Ramakrishna Pillai an active Journalist and Political Activist. He was
the editor of Swadesabhimani. He coined the term 'Samashtivadam' instead of
Marxism.
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in various part of the Madras Presidency, under the Home Rule Movement.
The Toddy Tapers of Thalassery and sawmill workers of Calicut become
organised during this period.71 pamphlet named Sandhya Kalathe
Rashtreeyam was distributed among reading public which imparted the
message of the Russian revolution. The Pauran of Travancore reported the
matter in 1917 itself. Moreover, K. Ayappan wrote about the labour class in
Russia.”® The British authorities saw this as solidarity of the Indian labouring
class with the people of Russia. The Sahodaran, magazine of K. Ayyappan
became popular among the common people more than the Mithavathi
started from Kozhikode in 1913 under the leadership of C Krishnan. K.
Ayyappan was a social reformer and a rationalist. His ‘Ezhavodbodhanam’ is
a well renowned poem, in which he heralded the youth of Kerala for a

revolution in the way of October Revolution.

Labour strikes took place at Vaipin, Mulavukaadu, Malippuram,
Njarakkal and Kochi during the War. In order to defend this situation, the
British government had sent a letter to Kochi government with the title
threat from the Bolshevik party. This letter reported that the unemployment
in the coir-copra industry will lead to Bolshevik revolution in Kerala and so it
was necessary to regulate the spread of such pamphlets that supported the
Russian revolution. This was an advice received by the Kochi diwan C. Vijaya

Ragavacharya on 3" April, 1920. The soldiers who went abroad during First

L p.Sivadasan, Keralacharitram Sambavangalilude, (mal.), Deshabimani Book House,

Thiruvananthapuram, 2007, P.105.

P. Govinda Pillai, Kerala Navodanam Madhyama Paravam (mal.), Chintha Publications,
Thiruvananthapuram, 2013, p. 80.
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World War, enjoyed the economic benefits from their and it also created a

aversion.”

The result was the emergence of a particular situation in Malabar
leading to the increased participation of the common people in political
activities. The study of the urban life in Kozhikode is to be made in this
particular context as it was the most advanced literate centre in Malabar in

the beginning of the twentieth century.
2.4.3 Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism

For both the allies, the War of 1914- 18 was an act of conquer,
looting, and plunder. In his book, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of
Capitalism V | Lenin says that imperialism was a continuation of the capitalist
advancement. The free capitalist competition economy of the nineteenth
century was replaced by the capitalist monopoly. Free competition is the
most important aspect of capitalism and production. By the end of the
nineteenth century, the capitalist mode of production advanced to a newer
mode called the investment capitalism. The competition for market in the
new face resulted in imperial conflicts throughout the World between

various capitalist powers74.

Imperialism is the domination of capitalism which can be defined in
two ways. At one end we can see the finance capitalism, which is created by
a group of millionaire banks and a group of monopolistic capitalists. And at
the other end the capital created by the diplomacy of colonization and the

division of the whole world according to the power over each colonies. So

® Omprakash and Sheethala Prasad, ‘Thozhilali Prasthanam Bharathathil’ in M. A.

Krishnan (ed.,), Pragathi, Jayabharath Press, Kozhikode, p. 27.

" V.I. Lenin, Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism, Left Word Books, New Delhi,

2000, P.114-120.
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we can reach at the conclusion that imperialism is the division of the whole

world among the world’s most powerful capitalist countries.

Thus, the First World War was an imperialist war. Capturing new
economic territories were not the mere aims of the capitalist countries but
they tried to keep their enemies from that success. These small conflicts
paved way for the beginning of the world war, says Lenin. At the time, the
labourers of each capitalist country were forced to choose either the War or

a socialist revolt against the capitalist- imperialist of the country.”
2.4.4 The First World War: An Imperial War

When capitalism entered at its peak, imperialism, war became the
inevitability of the situation. The corporate companies and banks began to
impose power on all the capitalist countries. When the production increased
they required new places to get raw materials for cheap rate and new

markets to sell these commodities.”®

By the end of nineteenth century, the whole globe was shared by all
the corporate companies of the world. But the capitalism grew up
inconsistently and uncontrollably. As a result of this the top most countries
showed a negative growth and the many other countries experienced a
tremendous growth. This made a change in the military and economic
strength. So again it was a necessity to divide the world again. So the
capitalist countries made this division through a strong war. So the War of
1914 was such kind of a war which happened when the capitalist countries

wanted to divide the resources of the world among themselves. Everyone

> Prabath Patnaik, Puthiya Sambrajyathwam (mal.), Insight Publication, Kozhikode, 2014,

pp. 49-50.

Somasekharan, Stalinum Stalinisavum (mal.), Mathrubhumi Printing and Publishing Co
Limited, Kozhikode, 2012, p. 51.
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was getting ready for such a war and those who support the capitalist
ideology are responsible for this war. Although the two groups, Germany and
Austria on one side and Britain, France and Russia, were getting ready for the
War. In 1907, Britain, France and Germany made triple entente. Germany,
Italy and Austria made another group. But in 1914, when the war broke out,
Italy had joined the other ally. Bulgaria and Turkey had supported Germany

and Austria.”’

Germany got ready for the War in order to conquer the colonies of
Britain and Poland, Ukraine and Baltic states from Russia. When the Bagdad
railway line was built, Germany became a threat to the suburban areas of
Britain. The growing Navy of Germany had also made Britain panic. At the
same time, the Tsarist Russia had wished to divide Turkey. Russia plotted
plans to conquer Dardanalsa strait. And all the more the conquer of
Daleeshya was also a part of this plan. Like this, Britain had also thought to

destroy Germany who had become a great threat to their power.

The German goods had overpowered British goods in the world
market. Britain had wished to make a settlement in Egypt in order to
conquer Mesopotamia and Palestine which were under Turkey. The
Capitalists had never tried to inform about their preparation for the war to

their own people. And when the war began, each capitalist country had tried

7" Colonialism is the highest stages in the development of capitalism. This development

took place only in 20" century. It was necessary for capitalism to form nation states so
as to destroy feudalism. All branches of commerce were controlled by billionaire
capitalists, colonial lords divided the globe among themselves either in the form of
colonies or by economically exploiting other countries. Britain tried to usurp
Germany's colonies and Turkey, Russia tried to usurp Galete and Turkey and France
granted Alsais-Loraine region and the either banks of Nile. This was the nature of the
War. The First World War was simply fought to defeat other countries. See V. I. Lenin,
Asiayude Navdhanam, Prabatham Printing and Publishing Company (P) Ltd,
Trivandrum, 1965, p. 60.
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to convince their people that their neighbouring country had begun the War
and by hiding the reality the government had cheated their people. Each
capitalist country had stated that actually they were trying to defend the

attack of their neighbouring country.

The Bolshevism theorized for a revolution in order to sabotage the
capitalist governments who were fighting for peace. They advocated that the
only possible way to bring peace back is to sabotage the capitalist power.
Along with this, Mensheviks and socialist revolutionaries had raised the
slogan “peace in the land”. But Bolsheviks stood against this and declared for
a civil war against capitalist war. It was a declaration for the labourers who
are wearing the military uniform and the other labour classes including
peasants are to turn against their capitalist employer. Labourers have to

sabotage the rule of these capitalists’®.

Only then they will be able to bring peace back to the country by
ceasing the War. Mensheviks and socialist revolutionaries had tried to
protect the capitalist country but Bolsheviks stood against this attitude and
declared to fight against the imperialist war of the country’s own
government. The Bolshevik policy was to vote against the war expenses, help
our soldiers to build up a friendly relationship between the enemy soldiers at
the war field, and consider all these activities as a weapon against the
capitalist government. Lenin opined that the policy to act for the failure of
the capitalist country should be the motive of the labour class of the entire
world. Bolsheviks never stood against every war but only the war that fought

for the imperil motives.

8 Tomas Krausz, Reconstructing Lenin: An intellectural biography, Aakar Books, Delhi,

2015, P.152-163.
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2.4.5 Reasons for the Imperialistic War

Lenin had foresighted that war was certain and inevitable. By the end
of the 19" century and the early beginnings of the twentieth century,
Capitalism assumed imperial nature. By the end of the nineteenth century,
capitalist nations had their share. The War of 1914 was to extend the
influence and to partition the World further by the imperial powers. The
imperial powers who fought each other are themselves the reason for the
war. On one side Britain and Austria and on the other side Britain, France
and Russia held their armies ready. In 1907, Britain, France and Russia
signed the tri-power alliance. Against them, Germany, Austria Hungry and
Italy formed another alliance. In 1914, when the war broke out, Italy moved
away from it and joined Britain's side. Bulgaria and Turkey supported

Germany and Austria Hungary supported imperial powers.”

Germany made arrangements so as to seize colonies from Britain and
France. Russia dreamt of making the transportation through the
Mediterranean via Dardanes by dividing Turkey and capturing
Constantinople. Britain's aim was to defeat Germany that drove away their

goods from the world market®.

France joined the war to win over Germany's coal and iron industries.
The imperial war was the outcome of the variations between the capitalist
powers. When the war broke out, the socialist revolutionaries and the
Mensheviks used the socialist flag as a cover so as to help the capitalist
nations. Only the Bolshevik Party fought against the imperial war, standing

untraversed in the revolutionary united nations ideology. The proletariat

7 Christopher Read, Lenin A Revolutionary Life , Routledge Taylor and Francis group, New

york, 2010, P.111-112.
8 T H.Elkins, Germany, Chatto and Windus, London, 1960, P.92-93.
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lined behind the Bolsheviks.®' In short we see that imperialism is the
monopoly of capitalism. We can say that the War that took place in between
1914 and 1918 were based on their competition in commerce among the
powerful imperial countries. The group of thieves, like America, Britain,
Germany and Japan, who wear weapons all over the body, are waiting to
divide the money. They are the ones who compel others also to the field of

Wal'.82

The cruelties at the time of First World War were a matter of wonder.
This was different from all the other war at least in three things. The first
thing was that it never limited in one place. It affected the people from
North Western Europe to Mesopotamia. Napoleon was also a part of it. So
the war front was changed from Egypt to Russia. The War was extended
from one place to another. There were not much countries fighting in it.
Countries all over the world came to the war front. Although the colonies did
not officially take part in the war, they participated in all possible ways.
According to V | Lenin, the people from colonies after military training got a

chance to see the world.

The First World War was not a war fought in the battle fields of

Europe. It was an opportunity to all countries in the World to come under

8 |n spite of the wide impact of Lenin’s thought on the socialist movements in Europe,

North American, and Australia, it is in the colonial and semi-colonial world of Afro-
Asian that it has led to the most revolutionary consequences since the days of the
October revolution. Even though the national liberation movements in the colonial
countries had been initiated in the closing decades of the nineteenth century. it was
during the First World War that the basis for the growth of powerful nationalist
movements was laid in most of these countries. For details see Bipin Chandra,
Nationalism and Colonialism in Modern India, Orient Blackswan, Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi,
2009, p. 30).

Prabhath Patnaik, ‘Onnam Lakamahayudhathinu Orunoottandu Pinnidunbol’ in Chintha
Weekly, September 12, 2014, pp. 33-36.
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the shadow of capitalist intentions and counter movement born against it.
The cityscape of Kozhikode also became part and parcel of the global society
in a transformed face with the outbreak of the World War in 1914. It was an
experience distinct from other cities in colonial India as Kozhikode was the
space of conflict between Germany and Britain in a distinct style. The
succeeding chapter will explain the involvement of Malabar in the World

War in a comprehensive manner.
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Chapter 3
The First World War and Malabar

The First World War provided opportunities to the people of Asia
especially those of the colonies to escape from the restrictions imposed by
colonialism. The intention of the colonial governments was to win the War
utilizing the resources from the colonies. Besides utilizing other resources,
the colonial governments began to recruit a large number of people
especially those from the identified ‘martial classes’ and sent them to the
war front'. These people became instrumental in bringing out changes in the
colonial life in the post world war period. In Kozhikode, a large number of
men belonging to Nair and Thiyya communities were recruited to the
colonial forces, and many of them returned, after the war was over, to their

families with rich experiences gained from the war front.

Though a large number of people were recruited to the army during
the First World War, most of them joined the force not out of any nationalist
sentiments but ‘they participated in the War because of the increasing rate
of unemployment, poverty, famine etc’.” These men understood that their
joining the army would generate income resulting in the betterment of the
living conditions of their families. The British utilized this opportunity to their

advantage using new tricks for recruitment of people to the army®. Often

British tried to make Nairs as martial community like that of Sikhs and Rajputs, but it
was a failure as the war necessitated the support of all communities. For details see
Kaushik Roy (ed.,), War and Society colonial India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi,
2006, P.17-20.

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay (ed.,), Nationalist Movement in India: A Reader, Oxford
University Press, New Delhi, 2010, p. 297.

®  The Great War, Humpnrey Milford, Oxford University Press, Bombay, 1920, P.122-123.
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women were very much afraid of this recruiting process. This chapter

discusses the recruiting activities during the First World War in Malabar.

The colonial government in India started war preparations like
recruitment and war propaganda etc., soon after the War started in Europe
in 1914. Unlike the British, Indians were not forced to take up military service
instead their situation made them join the army. Among so many factors,
the availability of food in the army camps mainly led the people to join the
military service. Many of the untouchable communities chose army service
to escape from the harassment of the upper classes.” And also many of the
families were affected by poverty and there was no restriction in
recruitments; the uneducated illiterates could also join the army. There were
no caste and religious restrictions. Attracting and addressing the
untouchable youth to the army service, a Madras recruiting officer
commented that ‘the untouchable soldiers will be able to walk through the
Brahmin quarter and spit where you like while in the army service’.” This
reflects the importance of army recruitment and the social situation in

Malabar during the War period.

When the World War broke out, the British Empire was not prepared

for a battle with an enemy. Her Navy, though the most powerful in the

In his Kozhinja llalkal (Fallen Leaves), Joseph Mundassery speaks about the First World
War. The people in that age didn't know much about the War. So they feared that
men will be trafficked and people will be forced to join the army. This notion forced
the elders to instruct youngsters not to go out unnecessarily. M.K. Gandhi, who
indulged in the movement for the Indians in Africa, became so popular among Indians
at the time. So when the newspapers reported that he is also trying to recruit men to
the War gave more prominence to the instructions of the elders. People began to hide
away at the moment they saw the police uniform. See Joseph Mundassery, Kozhinja
llakal (mal.), vol. I, Mangalodayam, Trissivaperur, 1966, p. 15.

The War also provided opportunity for people to go to foreign countries and
experience the life of the western middle class. See Gilbert Slater, Southern India: Its
Political and Economic Problems, nd., np., p. 291.
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World, was not intended to attack other nations. It was just sufficient for
patrolling the seas, and securing the peace of British possessions in various
parts of the globe. The British army though splendidly efficient was very
small indeed. The air services were also very small in numbers, and no one
dreamt of the day when they would dispute the mastery of the air with the

famous German Zeppelin Airships.®

In the manufacture of ammunitions, the British could supply herself,
and have something over to sell to other countries, but she had no idea, as
Germany had, of the immense quantities of shot, shell, cannon and rifles
required for modern warfare. Germany, who had been preparing for the
War for years, had been slowly accumulating large stores of munitions, and
had been laying down the machinery which enabled her to turn out
ammunition in tremendous quantities from the moment War was declared.
It had been calculated that at the time when War was declared Germany had

sufficient munitions of war to kill every human being upon the globe.’
3.1 The First World War and India's Assistance

It was when the First World War raging, on gth January 1915 that M.K.
Gandhi reached India. It was on Gokhale's instruction that M.K. Gandhi
started his journey to India in 1914. He travelled from South Africa to
London and then to India. It was on board of the ship to London that he
heard of the World War. He crossed the English Channel with mortal fear as
the news spread that submarines to blast ships were being used.® The fear

went away only after reaching London on gt August. A team of

®  War Lecturer’s Hand Book, Published by the Central Publicity Board, Simla, p. 39.

7 Ibid., pp. 39-40.
& Qaumi Report, March 19", 1919, Madras , TSA.
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Bhupendranath Babu, Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Lajput Rai were residing in
London then, to give a submission to the British Government on behalf of
the Indian National Congress. The team was joined by Sarojini Naidu to
welcome the revolutionary leader of South Africa, M K Gandhi.’ In the First
World War, Gandhi sided with the British. Gandhi believed in the policy that
though the British are enemies, they should be helped in times of danger.

Indians can win freedom once the danger is averted.

During the time of First World War there were so many soldiers who
went to other countries for participating in the War. The army was very big;
it means that so many Indians were recruited and their families also
suffered lot of problems in their life, and the condition of children was also

very pathetic.™

Shrabani Basu wrote in his For King and Another Country that, during
the time of the First World War Britain also used Indian children for war

activities. And she also pointed that, during the War, a boy called Pim of 16

It is a common saying in South Africa, "you gave us Mohandas, we gave you Mahatma",
reports The South African Gandhi: Stretcher Bearer of the Empire written by south
African academics Ashwin Deshai and Golam Wahid. The book argues that South
Africa's resistance against colonialism began long before M K Gandhi. The authors
provide many evidences to substantiate that although the time Gandhi spent in South
Africa, he remained loyal to the empire. The book talks about a Gandhi who scorned
the Africans and distanced himself from them. Deshai argues that Gandhi believed that
Indians and British belonged to the same Indo Aryan race. This Aryan brotherhood
made him marginalise the blacks. Also, Gandhi was marked by racial prejudices. The
authors of the book tries to portray Gandhi as being self-centred, believing that the
Indian working class who lived in ignorance gained power to resist only out of his
leadership. They argue that Gandhi's loyalty to the empire was best shown during the
War. The book also expresses the view that Gandhi visited the Indian villagers to raise
men to the imperial army. Deshabimani, January 31, Sunday 2016, p. 3.

19 janmi, vol. VI, no. 4, December 1914, pp. 104-106.
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years old got award from British Queen for his activities and he was

designated the ‘Brave Little Gurkha’. ™

During the time of War, British used children in War at France and
their main job was to supply the medicine and war munitions. Many children
were wounded during the war operations. Basu also believes that many
children changed their age in order to participate in the war due to the poor

family background and they got Rs.10 per month for war service.™

In the beginning of 1917, many people were recruited to the army,
and when the British realized the fact that, the War is not favourable for
them, they recruited many people in the army and they established a
recruitment board in India for recruiting to raise the army and collect War

Fund.®
3.1.1 The Indian Collaborator

At the time of First World War, the British had approached agents in
order to defend German entry in the Indian market. It was an outcome of
the threat they faced in the global market. America and Germany had
produced scientific low cost steel which was a threat for the British
government. Britain feared that Indian market will also replace Germany

instead of Britain.

For example, the British government had lent every support for Tata
and their heirs for their business. At a time when the British government

failed to give money, they got the help from Indian princely states. The

" For details see Shrabani Basu, For King and Another Country: Indian Soldiers on the

Western Front, 1914-18, Bloomsbury, 2015
12 Mathrubhoomi, October 27th 2017.
B N. P. Nair, Jallianwala Durantham (mal.), D.C Books, Kottayam, 1988, p. 27.
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working capital was given by the King of Gwalior. This is a very best instance
that gives us a clear evidence of the strong relation between the class of
capitalists and the feudal class. Like this, the imperial government in India
also was supported by the feudal classes'®. For the victory of the War, they
got the ground support from Indian princely states. And for that the British
government returned it in money and power. Their plan was to make use of
as much as possible raw materials through this way for the War. The
evidences of war contributions and recruitments from southern and

northern India show that this colonial endeavor was a great success.™

Viceroy Hardinge, the Viceroy of India, articulated that, there was a
need of financial support for the War and it was decided to form a central
committee for that purpose in India. The members of the committee
members were, the Governor of Bengal, Bombay, Madras, and the
Commander in Chief of the army, Executive members of the Viceroy’s council
etc. Some Indian rulers were also included in this committee like the king of
Bikaner, Begum of Bhopal, the king of Gawalior, Nizam of Hyderabad, the
king of Indore, the king of Jayapuram, the king of Jodapur, the king of
Kashmir, the king of Mysore, ranees of Patiyala and Udayagiri etc.'® Along
with the central committee there was also an executive committee which
recommended that all kings and nobles and Indian traders should protect

soldiers and their families associated with the War. *’

14 Kistnapatrika, Masulipatanam, March 17", 1917, TSA.

Suneeth Kumar Gosh, Indian Vankida Muthali Vargham Padanam (mal.), Pusthaka
Prasathaka Sangham, Kodungalloor, 1990, pp. 174-178.

¥ janmi, vol. VI, no. 4. December, 1914, p. 105.
17

15

He also articulated that, all money to the War Fund can be paid through the banks like
Bank of Calcutta, Bank of Bombay, Bank of Madras, Bank at Simla, Delhi, etc. See
Janmi, vol. VII, no. 4, December, 1914, p. 105.
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According to the landlords, Hardinge had become the favourite
viceroy of his subjects due to his administrative excellence and his love,
compassion and respect for his subjects. Hardinge was responsible for
collecting support of Indians in the World War. It is clear from the telegram

he sent to a British company on gt September which commented that

‘the manly and material helps offered by the Indians were listed.
Apart from the 700 local kings who became completely ready to
protect their kingdom and empty their coffers for war, they became
ready to go for war themselves. Out of many kings who willingly
offered themselves to go to the war front. The viceroy selected the
king of Jodhpur, kings of Bikaner, Krishnagiri, Ratalam, Patiala, Bofal,

Sachin, and the cadets of the landlord families.*®

All of them, with the permission of the Squadron Commander joined
the battalion. The kings of Gwalior, Jowra, Dolpur and Palasthar were
saddened by the prospect of not being sent to the warfront. When the war
began, 27 vast voluntaries which had an army of their own, lend their forces
to the India government. The viceroy accepted cavalry, infantry, engineering
forces and vehicles from twelve countries and a fleet of Ostriches from
Bikaner. Some examples will illustrate the compassion and respect of these
kings for the fighting forces, they together arranged a hospital ship called
Loyalty. The Maharaja of Mysore is said to have given the India government

fifty lakh rupees for the war expenses.

The Maharaja of Gwalior, along with donating his share for the
hospital ship, donated huge money to the War Fund. He also promised to

give many horses. It is from the Maharaja of Gwalior and the Rani of Bhopal

8 Krishna Panikar, Mahayudha Charitram (mal.), n.d., p. 121.
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that the idea of instituting a hospital ship originated. The kings and lords of
Beharu in Punjab, Bela and Kalet in Baluchisthan landed camels with
mahouts and looked after their expenditure on their own. Many kings
promised additional army just in case of necessity. It is seen that economic
donations flooded from all feudal states. The Maharaja of Reva was willing
to donate not only his army and coffers but even his jewels for the emperor.
Apart from donating to Indian help fund, the kings of Kashmir, Bundi,
Gwalior and Indore donated huge amounts to the 'Prince of Wales' fund as

19
well.

The Maharaja of Kashmir, unsatisfied by his donation to the Indian
fund, spoke before audience of 20000 people in Srinagar and thereby
earned huge amounts of money for the Fund. The Maharaja of Holkar
sanctioned the permission for the government to use his horses when
needed. The government of Nisaar, kings of Bombara and Jamnagar all
agreed to lend their horses. Even the distant countries in India expressed
their willingness to help the British government as and when required
through their letters. Nepal promised great help. Apart from lending their
whole army for the use of the British government, the Nepal minister
sanctioned three lakh rupees for the purchase of machine guns for the

Gurkha force and also donated huge amounts to the Indian funds.

The Dalai Lama of Tibet agreed to give 1000 army men for the use of
the British government. He also wrote that all the lamas of Tibet were
praying for the victory of the British forces and the peace of the dead. They
expressed their respect by showing willingness to go to the warfront. The

Viceroy had received many letters and telegrams expressing willingness to

19 Krishna Panikar, Mahayudha Charitram, n.d., p. 124.
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help and fight such was the case with the states. All the letters came from
the groups included people from all religions, castes and belief system.
Many men were willing to join the army and donate their property in order
to express their devotion to the emperor. The Delhi medical team director
promised to give the warfront hospital that was given to Turkey during the
Balkan war. Bengali students promised medical help and ambulance
assistance. The zamindars of Madras promised 500 horses. The other
activities to help the government included maintaining peace among the
people, controlling the price hike of products and maintaining respect and
honour towards the emperor etc. In this way, from all parts of India, money

and manpower accumulated in the colonial aid fund.*

The year 1914 is an important in the history of the World and in the
history of the Indian National Congress. The map of the World was redrawn
by the incidents followed the year 1914. The War brought changes in the
national ideals of many countries. It changed the structure of the state in
many countries. Some countries suffered from extreme poverty, while
others became rich. The battles which caused a number of changes in the
condition of western countries also had an impact on the ideals and
enterprises of India. The political ideals that originated from Europe during

that era also inspired the people of India.”

Some upheld the War by saying that it was for the progress and
freedom of the undeveloped countries. Believing the words of the British
Prime Minister, India helped the British empire with all its strength when

Britain was struggling hard in the battle. They forgot all their complaints

2 janmi, vol. VII, no. 4, December 1914, p. 108.

>l Moyyarath Sankaran, Indian National Congress (mal.), Kerala Sahithya Academy,

Trissur, 2010, pp. 92-93.
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against the British rule in India. England considered it valuable the help given
by India in the form of people and money. The Secretary of State for India,
Chamberlain gave a detailed account of the help given by India on 14"
March 1917 in the House of Commons. He said that there were altogether
2,36,000 soldiers including 78,000 British soldiers and 1,58,000 Indian
soldiers in Indian Army prior to the War. Apart from this 18,000 imperial
service soldiers also served the War. Indian military fought valiantly in all the
wars of France, Egypt, Giden, Souez and Galippolio, East Africa and West
Africa.?> Chamberlain also said that Indian soldiers mainly helped the British
in Mesopotamia. According to Moyyarath Sankaran it was a great service
done by Indian soldiers to the British. This British parliament remembered
that one third of the military came from India. Foremost among the
overseas military force was from India. The Indian military had defended
Turks in British East Africa; and they were prevented from making further
advancement and finally the Turkish troops were defeated and driven out
from the Zeus Canal. The credit of fighting back with renewed vigour and
achieving comprehensive victory over the enemy, after sustaining initial
setbacks and hardships went to the Indian military. This was the character of
the Indian Army not only across the Eastern countries but also in all war

fronts.”> There were a large number of Indians in the lower ranks of the

2 Defense officers had regular trainings and deployment in the border areas. During this

phase they were away from their families and lead a life in highly stressful conditions.
Interview with Arya Nair, Research scholar, Department of Psychology, University of
Calicut. She is doing her PhD research on the Indian Defense officers of the army.
Interview held on JunelOth friday, 2016, 11.30AM.

The attitude of India towards Europe and its people altered radically and permanently.
The Indians generally shed the feeling that the Europeans were superior to them, they
are regarded best and most powerful.
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Army. But the Indians were not given appointment to the higher ranks in the

army.”*

The British implemented a plan and formed the War Loan Committee
at the district level to raise fund for the War. They forced government
officials to raise the War Fund and for this they appointed rich people in high
salaried posts and they also warned the people with punishments for not
supporting it. Later people came to know the bitter experience undergone by
the soldiers in the war field when they returned to their villages and home
towns.” It naturally, turned the people against the British. The real fact was
that the Indian Soldiers received only low salaries when compared to the

British Soldiers.?®
3.2 Madras and the War

The War created panic in many parts of the Madras Presidency. Some
port cities came under the direct attack of the German army too. In India,
Madras was the only Indian city that had to suffer due to the World War in a
direct way. On 22 September 1914, a warship named Emden reached the
Madras port and started bombing on the oil wells on the land. The enemy
fired about 20 times but many didn't hit the target. The missed fires fell on
other ships and three children and other 17 were wounded in the city due to

the attack.

The citizens of Madras helped the war efforts by sending men to army

and also financially. They donated a lot of money to Indian imperial relief

* " HFM File for 1916, vol. 26, pp.136-138, TSA.
2 N. P. Nair, Jalian Wala Durantham (mal.), D. C. Books, Kottayam, 1988, p. 28.

It is important to see that the colonial government offered titles to chiefs and landlords
for the name sake.
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fund and a sum of 14 lakhs to the Madras War Fund. Out of the
contribution, a hospital ship named ‘Madras’ was arranged and it was in
service till May 1918. All the doctors and nurses in the ship were Madras

citizens.?’

Madras had sent many war equipments and goods to the allied forces.
Leather worth of about 6.5 crores was sent from Madras for war purposes.
Hay wood and coconut oil also were sent from Madras in large quantities.
The Buckingham Carnatic Mills stopped all other assignments and used all its
machines to make Kakki for the soldiers in war. Mills of Coimbatore and
Bangalore made fabrics and wool for soldiers Waist coats, foot wears, camp
materials, and many such materials were exported from Madras in large

quantities.

The soldiers who participated in the war were also remunerated well
after the War. The government had ordered that a minimum of five acres of
land or ten acres of field was to be freely allocated to the families of soldiers
who participated in War. The government had also ordered special
consideration for war veterans in other employment opportunities. All the
vacancies of posts of salary below Rs.15 were not to be filled until the sepoys

returned from the War so that they would be appointed.”
3.2.1 Rewards for Heroic Acts

The government was prepared to give prizes to the Indian officers and
other soldiers who fought heroically. The members of the army welfare core
also were given prizes. The heroic sepoys were granted land worth 3500

rupees. If the land was not sold or pledged, it will remain in force for about

27

Janmi, vol. XIl, no. 7, March 1919, p. 104.
6 Janmi, vol. XII, no. 7, March 1919, p. 105.
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two generations. Thereafter too, according to the rules laid down, the land
shall be theirs provided they remain loyal to the King. An Inam® given to an
officer was double than the Inam given to a sepoy. If a sepoy was doing
activity other than the war service, they were paid half of the Inam of a
sepoy. In some cases, sepoys were paid in money instead of land. For a
heroic warrior’s family, five rupees per month was given for two generations.
The amount for an officer was Rs.10 per month. All this was given in
addition to the salaries and pensions they received. In Madras about 900

persons received such grants and presents.
3.2.2 Special Assistance to the soldiers and their families

The government had ordered that the children of the deceased and
wounded soldiers were to be admitted to government hospitals and aided
primary schools free of charges. The expense for their text books was to be
born by the government. Such soldiers were given financial assistance as
well. A sum of 3,30,000 rupees was kept apart from the imperial relief fund
for this purpose. Families that had no other way were given 300 rupees.
Those of better condition were given 250 or 200 rupees. All this was in
addition to the other assistances and payments they received. It was decided
to distribute such assistances to the deserving hands in December 1919

while celebrations of the War victory was begun.

There was another collection started called ‘Uruppika Fund’ in with its
headquarters at Madras. This was collected to contribute to the Indian
imperial Fund and other War expenses. It was to be utilized for the soldiers

and their families.

A gift presented or given by a ruler.
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3.2.3 Indian Handicrafts and the War

Large quantity of leather was required for boots and bags of soldiers
during the War. India was exploited in this respect by the colonial
government in an increased manner for this purpose. In addition, coconut
oil, and other products were exported in large quantity for the uses of the
army. In order to make boxes for various purposes, wood was also exported
by them in large quantities.’® More over local products required for the use
of the army were demanded by the British which promoted local industries

in a great way during the War.
3.2.4 Textile Industry

The Carnatic Mill and the Buckingham Mills spent all their time
making kakki cloth for the army forces. The mills of Coimbatore also worked
towards this aim. The mills of Bangalore worked full time to make woolsen
dress for the army. Apart from this all the weavers of Mysore were told to

involve in this task.

The handicrafts department of Madras also asked the seaside districts
to make woolen dress. The weavers of Chinthadripetta also worked for the
army. Madras was manufacturing tends for the soldiers. The burnt crud of
coconuts was useful to escape from poisonous gas. A company named
'Thatha and Sons’ arranged the manufacturing of the same in Ernakulam.
And burnt coconut crux worth Rs. 1 lakh was sent to London by ship. Huge
quantity of coir also was bought by various companies for war purposes. In
this way, in one way or the other, the War seriously affected the life of the

people even in the interior places in south India.

" Janmi, vol. Xll, no. 7, March, 1919, p. 108.
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Bamboo and palm trees were sent in huge quantity to Mesopotamia
and other places for making hunts in the War front. Apart from this, one
Lakh tonnes of tiles, 40,000 gallons of oil, 76 tonnes of soaps were sent for
war purposes from India. All leather and engineering companies in Madras
and Bangalore worked exclusively for the War. The carpenters of Madras
were told to engage in War work. Boxes to carry war equipments and
different objects for war were to be made by them. All these products were
shipped to Europe. The export of lather was done under the supervision of
the War Office in Madras during the War. The office had to pay a sum of six
crore rupees for this purpose alone. The processing of sheep and goat skins
was banned as cattle leather alone was sufficient. The ban was repealed

only in 1919 only.*
3.2.5 Supply of Men

More than 60,000 men from the Madras Presidency served the forces
of British emperor in the War. The number of recruits sent form each district

in the Madras Presidency is shown below:-

District Combatants Non-combatants
Malabar 4,478 2,583
North Arcot 2,906 1,940
Vizagapatam 2,549 1,049
Krishna 2,376 2,197
Tirunalvaly 1,529 861
Madura 1,555 815
Thrichinappally 1,462 678

> Janmi, vol. XII, no. 7, March 1919, p. 108.
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Gudur 1,437 1,215
Ramnad 1,207 762
South Arcot 1,103 570
Coimbatore and Nilgiris 1,053 919
Salem 1,207 762
Tanjore 897 1,182
Madras 841 986
Godavari 756 1,575
Genjam 588 1,217
Kurnool 587 523
Chingaleput 521 1,443
Chittoor 482 501
Bellary 466 318
Cuddapah 358 464
South Canara 342 401
Anantapur 228 247
Nellore 176 211

The soldiers from Madras served the British force in the North,
Western Frontier, Mesopotamia, Persia, Arabia, Sinai, Palestine, Syria,
East-Africa Galipoli, Macedonia, France and Flanderg. The number of

Madras men who lost their lives in the War upto was over 1,500.>

32 Recruitment File 1917-1918, SI. No. 352, KSRAK.
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3.2.6 Supply of Money

The amount of money contributed by the Madras War Loan is shown

below:-

District Second Loan from District in Rupees
Ganjam 1,57,600
Vizagapatam 2,37,300
Godavari 6,16,800
Kishna 4,41,000
Guntur 6,24,000
Nellore 2,70,600
Guddapah 3,71,000
Anantapur 2,24,100
Bellary 4,13,400
Kurnool 2,30,500
Madras 1,63,58,300
Chingleput 6,45,600
Chittoor 10,40,500
Aroot North 1,33,600
Arooth South 1,78,300
Tanjore 6,71,300
Trichinopoly 3,67,800
Madura 7,49,600
Ramnad 10,90,700
Tirunevelly 8,10,300
Coimbatore 6,30,400
The Nilgiris 12,95,700
Salem 2,08,300
South Canara 3,38,000
Malabar 9,32,500

Total 2,90,37,000%

3 The First World War First loans amount  2,83,66,000 Rupees, Recruitment File 1917-
1918, SI. No. 352, KSRAK.
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3.3 Malabar and the War

The people of Malabar in India were also affected by the war in
multiple ways. Since a colony of the British Empire, India was dragged to the
world scenario according to the interest of the colonial master. The
enlistment of soldiers from Malabar in the Indian Army started in 1915
during the war period. Although the region was known among the Europeans
as Malabar, it was not much popular among the natives in the district.
Usually the name ‘malayalam’ or ‘malayam’, which means the land of

mountains, was used by the natives>”.

In Malabar, the recruitment began to extent to the Nair, Thiyya,
Christian communities also. Since the outbreak of the war, a sum of over
two and half lakhs was collected as contribution of the public from the
Malabar District.>> Special War Fund meetings were also held in different
parts of the Malabar District. The collaborating elite began to cooperate
with the British war efforts in expectation of position in the empire

administration and other benefits from the colonial administration.>®
3.3.1 Army Recruitment in Malabar

Indian soldiers were working for the emperor in different parts of the
world and it created a notion among others that Indians were so courageous
in the war front. In order to show their loyalty to the ruler, people voluntarily
joined the army and tried to make others to join it. By joining the army they

got a status of a soldier of the emperor. This status could be taken over to

3 See William Logan, Malabar Manual, Vol. |, Madras, 1951, p.21.
% Revenue Records, Bundle No. 204, SI. No.35, KSRAK.
* Ibid.
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the future generation also in many respects. The people thus joined the

army were expected to get good salary and promotion.*’

The people who helped in the recruitment of the people to military
also got good reward from the government for their service. A person who
added more people to the army got the post of Havildar, Naik etc., even
though he was not an army member. To get a job of Jumaidar, one had to
add 100 people and 50 for Havildar and 30 for Naik. The basic information
for join the army is age between 16 to 25 years, Height, 5ft 4 inch, size 32

inch.
3.3.2 Monthly Remuneration

The sepoys got a monthly salary of 11 rupees, a batta of 2 to 4 rupees
according to the area where they were in service. Apart from this, they were
provided with free food arranged by the government. If it took more time for
the arrangement of food, the government offered special allowance to meet

the same.

If they were working in faraway places from India, instead of money
they were provided with food and more dresses. If they worked for three
years without getting convicted, they got a salary of twelve rupees per
month and likewise if they worked for six years they got thirteen rupees per
month and if they completed ten years, they were offered fourteen rupees
per month.* Generally, the soldiers initially received sixty rupees for buying
uniform and fourteen rupees per year to keep the uniform.* Several other

offers were also made to attract people to the army service. If a Sepoy goes

37 Selected Records, Selected File 54, KSRAK.
3 Selected Records, Selected File 121, KSRAK.
* Ibid.
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to their native place while suffering from disease, he will get a free receipt
for his journey.*The following table explains the remuneration received by

Indian soldiers in the British army during the War.

.. Monthly Remuneration
No. Position .
in Rupees

1. | Nayak 17
2. | Havildar 20
3. | Jumaidur (High qualified position) 60
4. | Subedar 120
5. | Subedar Major 180

3.3.3 Special Pension

In addition to these benefits, the soldiers were given special pension
by the government. Those soldiers who joined the military service after g

August 1914 were eligible for pension as shown below.

Position After 15 years
1 Naik Rs. 6
2 | Havildar Rs.7
3 | Jumaidar Rs.20
4 | Subaidar Rs.35
5 | Subaidar Major Rs.35

Persons who had a service of more than 15 years and not getting

normal pension or special pension and returned from military service wee

O Ibid.
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eligible for three fourth of the pension. These people were qualified for full
pension, if it was allowed by the head of the division like the Jumaidar,
Subaidar, or the Subaidar Major. A Sepoy retiring after 15 years of service
was eligible for a gratuity. The Indian Commission Officer was responsible for

grating this benefit..
3.3.4 Service and Pension

A person joined the army had to work for four years in the army.
After four years, if his company had a strength not less than ten, he could
retire from the service. But they couldn't retire if their regiment was
ordered to participate in any war. Thus, a person who retired from se